186          THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
437 miles, in which case the province could not have extended
beyond Mithankot on the south,
In describing the geography of Multsin it is necessary to
bear in mind the great changes that have taken place in the
courses of all the large rivers that flow through the province.
In the time of Timur and Akbar the junction of the Chenib
and Indus took place opposite Uchh, 60 miles above the present
confluence at Mithankot. It was unchanged when Rennell
wrote his 'Geography of India/ in A, D. 1788, and still later,
in 1796, when visited by Wilford's surveyor, Mirza Mogal Beg.
But early in the present century the Indus gradually changed
its course, and leaving the old channel at 20 miles above Uchh,
continued its course to the south-south-west, until it rejoined
the old channel at Mithankot.
The present junction of the R&vi and Chenib takes place
near Diw&na Sanand, more than 30 miles above Multtn; but
in the time of Alexander the confluence of the Hydraotes and
Akesines was at a short distance below the capital of the Malli,
which I have identified with Multin. The old channel still
exists, and is duly entered in the large maps of the Multan
division. It leaves the present bed at Sarai Siddhu, . and
Mows a winding course for 30 miles to the south-south-west,
when it suddenly turns to the west for 18 miles, as far as
Multto, and, after completely encircling the fortress, continues
its westerly course for 5 miles blow Multin. It then suddenly
turns to the south-south-west for 10 miles, and is finally lost
in the low-lying lands of the bed of the Chen&b. Even to this
day the Rivi clings to its ancient channel, and at all high
floods the waters of the river still find their way'to Mult&n by
the old bed, as I myself have witnessed on two different
occasions. The date of the change is unknown; but it was
certainly subsequent to the capture of Mult&n by Muhammed
bin KSsim in A. D. 713 ; and from the very numerous existing
remains of canals drawn from the old channel, I infer that the
main river must have continued to flow down it within a